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HERSETH            TO ATTEND 2007 FARM BILL FIELD HEARING

Will            Bring South Dakota Perspective to Help Craft Outlook For Next Farm Bill

March 2,            2006, Washington, D.C. -             This weekend, U.S. Rep. Stephanie Herseth will participate in an Agriculture            Committee field hearing in Nebraska to review federal farm policy in            advance of the 2007 Farm Bill. In the coming months, Congress will begin            to debate the scope and contours of the next farm bill, which will set            our national agriculture policy well into the next decade. The current            Farm Bill is set to expire in September of 2007, and this field hearing            is one of many discussions in Washington and across the country that            will influence the next Farm Bill's content.

Herseth said, "I            am looking forward to bringing the perspective of South Dakota farmers            and ranchers to the discussion about the next farm bill. The challenge            for the bipartisan coalition of farm state Representatives will be to            protect both the current funding levels and the adequacy of the safety            net for family farmers. Shortchanging the next farm bill would be a            terrible mistake. Access to a safe and domestically produced food supply            is a matter of national security, and we must take reasonable steps            to insulate American farmers and ranchers from production and price            risks in a volatile marketplace." 

Herseth said that            she will put particular focus on the Conservation and Energy Titles            within the next farm bill. Herseth also noted that she is hopeful that            the Agriculture Committee will host a similar hearing closer to South            Dakota, possibly in conjunction with Congressman Collin Peterson who            represents producers on the other side of the Minnesota-South Dakota            border. She said, "I am optimistic that South Dakota producers            will have a direct opportunity to testify at that meeting, but I'll            continue to make sure that our state's producers have a voice throughout            this entire process." 

This weekend's meeting            will begin at 9:00am on Saturday in Nebraska City, Nebraska. Live audio            will be available at the start of the hearing, and can be accessed at            http://agriculture.house.gov/hearings/audio.html.

Below is the witness            list.

WITNESS LIST

Panel I

Mr. Ed Wiederstein,            Corn and Soybean Producer, Purebred Angus Producer, Audubon, Iowa

Mr. James Vorderstrasse,            Sorghum, Wheat and Soybean Producer, Hebron, Nebraska
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Mr. Justin Knopf,            Wheat, Sorghum, Soybean, Corn and Alfalfa Producer, Gypsum, Kansas

Mr. Dennis Richters,            Corn, Soybean, and Seed Producer, Utica, Nebraska

Mr. Blake Hurst,            Grain Producer and Ornamental Grower, Tarkio, Missouri

Panel II

Mr. Danny Kluthe,            Pork Producer, Operator of Methane Digester, Dodge, Nebraska

Mr. Vern Jantzen,            Dairy, Corn, Sorghum, Soybean and Hay Producer, Plymouth, Nebraska

Mr. Bill Siebenborn,            Dairy Producer, Trenton, Missouri

Mr. Todd Eggerling,            Cow-Calf Producer and Grain Farmer, Martell, Nebraska

#            # #
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